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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to a communication made on August 19, 2003. 
The Information Disclosure Statements received December 1, 2003 and 
December 20, 2004 have been considered. 

Claims 1-66 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 17 and 54-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 17 and 54 are directed at 
least one embodiment containing instructions on a computer readable medium where 
the medium is a signal. A signal as a storage medium is not patentable under 35 
U.S.C. 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Knighty (2003/0163593). 

Regarding claims 1, 46, and 54, Knightly teaches a method comprising: 
receiving information indicating a need to change an amount of data being transmitted 
through a first media access control (MAC) device to a client of the first MAC device; 
forming a message including an indication to a second MAC device to change a rate at 
which the second MAC device transmits data; and transmitting the message to the 
second MAC device over a network (Paragraph 47, where each node in the ring 
receives a fairness control messages, using that message plus local measurements to 
throttle rates, and send control messages upstream to inform other nodes how to 
throttle their rates). . 

* 

Regarding claims 18 and 35, Knightly teaches an apparatus comprising: a first 
media access control (MAC) device operable to be coupled to a network, the first MAC 

« 

device including control logic configured to prepare a message for transmission on the 
network including an indication to change a rate at which another MAC device transmits 
data (Paragraph 47, where each node in the ring receives a fairness control messages, 
using that message plus local measurements to throttle rates, and send control 
messages upstream to inform other nodes how to throttle their rates); and a MAC client 
coupled to the first MAC device and including: a buffer for storing data transmitted to the 
MAC client; and buffer control circuitry configured to provide information about an 
amount of data stored in the buffer (Paragraph 48). 
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Regarding claims 2 and 19, Knightly teaches the method of claims 1 and 18 
wherein the network is a metropolitan area network (MAN) (Paragraph 5, lines 1-2). 

Regarding claims 3 and 20, Knightly teaches the method of claims 1 and 18 
wherein the network is a resilient packet ring (RPR) network (Paragraph 7). 

Regarding claims 36, 47 and 55, Knightly teaches the apparatus of claim 35 
wherein the network is at least one of a metropolitan area network (MAN) and a resilient 
packet ring (RPR) network (Paragraph 7). 

Regarding claims 4, 21, and 37, Knightly teaches the method of claims 1,18 
and 35 wherein the network includes a first datapath for transmitting data from the first 
MAC device to the second MAC device, and wherein the network includes a second 
datapath for transmitting data from the second MAC device to the first MAC device 
(Figure 1 and 2, where the network is a ring and each nodes are connected through 
different datapaths). 

Regarding claim 5, 25, 38, 48, and 56, Knightly teaches the method of claims 1, 
18, 35, 46, and 54 wherein the message is a resilient packet ring (RPR) fairness 
message (Paragraph 10). 

Regarding claims 6, 26, 39, 49, and 57, Knightly teaches the method of claims 
1,18, 35, 46, and 54 further comprising: determining an extent to which a data buffer 
associated with the client of the first MAC device contains data (Paragraph 48); and 
preparing the information indicating the need to change the amount of data being 
transmitted through the first MAC device to the client of the first MAC device based on 
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the extent to which the data buffer associated with the client of the first MAC device 

* 

contains data (Paragraph 113). 

Regarding claim 7 and 58, Knightly teaches the method of claims 6 and 54 
further comprising: transmitting, to the first MAC device, the information indicating the 
need to change the amount of data being transmitted through the first MAC device to 
the client of the first MAC device (Paragraph 47). 

Regarding claim 8, 27, 40, 50 and 59, Knightly teaches the method of claims 1 , 
18, 35, 46, and 54 wherein the message further includes a MAC device address 
(Paragraph 163, where each node receives a feedback signal, updates it and sends it 
upstream. A control message is inherently addressed to the MAC of the address it is 
being sent too). 

Regarding claim 9, 28 and 60, Knightly teaches the method of claims 8, 27,. and 
59 wherein the MAC device address corresponds to one of the first MAC device, the 
second MAC device, and another MAC device (Paragraph 163, where each node 
receives a feedback signal, updates it and sends it upstream. A control message is 
inherently addressed to the MAC of the address it is being sent too). 

Regarding claims 10, 29, 41, 51, and 61, Knightly teaches the method of claims 
1,18, 35, 46, and 54 wherein the indication to the second MAC device to change the 
rate at which the second MAC device transmits data includes at least one of: a MAC 
device address, a data transmission rate, a ramp factor, and a flag (Paragraph 160 and 
163, where F is a transmission rate and it is sent to a second device). 
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Regarding claims 11, 30, 42, and 62, Knightly teaches the method of claims 1 , 
18, 35, and 54 wherein the indication to the second MAC device to change the rate at 
which the second MAC device transmits data includes a data transmission rate, the 
method further comprising: determining the data transmission rate (Paragraph 160 and 
163). 

Regarding claim 12 and 63, Knightly teaches the method of claims 1 1 and 54 
wherein the determining the data transmission rate further comprises at least one of: 
calculating the data transmission rate; selecting a value for the data transmission rate; 
and determining a ramp factor (Paragraph 166). 

Regarding claims 13 and 64, Knightly teaches the method of claims 1 and 54 
further comprising: transmitting the message from the second MAC device to, a third 
MAC device (Paragraph 166, where each packet in the ring receives the fairness 
message, updates the values and forwards it upstream). 

Regarding claim 14, Knightly teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the first 
MAC device is part of a first resilient packet ring (RPR) station and wherein the second 
MAC device is part of a second RPR station (Paragraph 7). 

Regarding claims 15, 31, 43, 52 and 65, Knightly teaches the method of claims 
1,18, 35, 46, and 54 wherein the information indicating the need to change the amount 
of data being transmitted through the first MAC device to the client of the first MAC 
device includes at least one of: a data transmission rate, a counter value, a message 
indicating that a buffer threshold has been exceeded, and a signal from the client of the 
first MAC (Paragraph 160 and 166). 
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Regarding claim 16, 34, 45, 53, and 66, Knightly teaches the method of claim 1 
wherein: the information indicating the need to change the amount of data being 
transmitted through the first MAC device to the client of the first MAC device further 
' comprises at least one of: information indicating the need to reduce the amount of data 

> 

being transmitted, and information indicating the need to increase the amount of data 
being transmitted; and the indication to the second MAC device to change the rate at 
which the second MAC device transmits data further comprises at least one of: an 
indication to the second MAC device to reduce the rate at which the second MAC 
device transmits data, and an indication to the second MAC device to increase the rate 
at which the second MAC device transmits data (Paragraph 67). 

Regarding claim 17, Knightly teaches the method of claim 1 encoded in a 
computer readable medium as instructions executable on a processor, the computer 
readable medium being one of an electronic storage medium, a magnetic storage 
medium, an optical storage medium, and a communications medium conveying signals 
encoding the instructions (Paragraph 46, where the processor carries out the algorithm). 

Regarding claim 22, Knightly teaches the apparatus of claim 21 wherein the first . 
MAC device is further operable to transmit the message to the second MAC device 
(Figure 1 and 2, where the network is a ring and each nodes are connected through 
different datapaths). 

Regarding claim 23,. Knightly teaches the apparatus of claim 21 wherein the 
second MAC device is configured to transmit the message to a third MAC device 
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(Figure 1 and 2, where the network is a ring and each nodes are connected through 
different datapaths). 

Regarding claim 24, Knightly teaches the apparatus of claim 21 wherein the first 
MAC device is part of a first resilient packet ring (RPR) station and wherein the second 
MAC device is part of a second RPR station (Figure 1 and 2, where the network is a 
ring and each nodes are connected through different datapaths). 

Regarding claim 32, Knightly teaches the apparatus of claim 18 wherein MAC 
client further comprises packet processing circuitry coupled to the buffer (Paragraph 
46). 

Regarding claims 33 and 44, Knightly teaches the apparatus of claims 32 and 
35 wherein the packet processing circuitry includes the buffer control circuitry 
(Paragraph 46). 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

* U. S. Patent No. 6614805 issued to Raahemi, because it teaches a ring network 
which communicated rates upstream to control upstream rates. 

U. S. Patent No. 7088675 issued to Meyer, because it teaches RPRs and 
fairness messages. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from. the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Bates whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3980. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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* SALEH NAJJAR 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



